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A OALM KEVIEW OF OUR SITUATION.

In the iu idi-t-Df the martial sights and sounds
which engage the attention of all eyes and ears

tHore uro perhaps but fow who pause to oou-

siijer in all their relations the elements of the

great strife which is now rending the nation. And

among thoso who assay a calm and pbilosophioal
analysis of those elements there is a wide diversity
of opinion both as to the nature and combination
of the agencies which have sot this people at vari¬
ance and ad to the influences which can alone bring
repose to the land.
The most fundamental pointof difference in this

regard arises in the matter of slavery, considered as

the determiniug element in which the war origi¬
nated, as it is certainly that which has given to

the war the direction it has finally taken and the

complexion it has finally assumed. The bellige¬
rent issue which was originally joined, for the,de¬
fence of political principles embodied and the
artaimne: t of political ends defined by the Consti¬
tution and the laws, has come to be dbmplicated in
the public mind with policies and theories of sccial
ret' >rra which look not so much to a restoration of
the Union as to a reconstruction of sooiety at the

South, or which look to a restoration of the Union

tmlj as the same shall be conditioned on the de¬
struction of slivery. Ia this way it has como to

p iss that the war, which was originally politioal in
its avowed objects, has assumed in the eyes of

many the character of a war of pure ideas, in which
motives of universal philanthropy and humanity
lffivc taken the place of those definite obligations
which restrain iw well as prompt the actions of
men in the figure of civil sooiety. Cousideratifcs
of constitutional law, heretofore held to mark and
define the limits of political action as distinct from
the sphere of moral or social reform, have ceased

to be held of binding forpe under tho pressure of

revWttionary idtas, which contemplate not only
a defensive war against argued insurgents, but
a'.«6"an aggressive war against^he domestic insti¬

tution of slavery as it exists in the Loyal Slave-

holding and in the Insurgent States. For those
wh i take this viaw of ihe war are toot more de¬
termined on tho extinction of slavery in Arkansas
or Louisiana than in Maryland or Kentucky, aud
their processes to this end in the former State

equal y with the latter arc made part and paroel of
the military policy of the nation.the President's
schcuic of emancipation with compensation to loyal
ownejs having been postponed by his political
friends for that which looks to the bloody extermi¬
nation of slavery in some States and its destruction
in others by the attrition of military force actigg
upon it directly, as in Maryland, or, more indiftctly,
as in Kentucky. Tho ucu who espouse this theory
of war are for the Union only on condition that

slavory shall be everywhere and . immediately
abolished.

To the advocates of this theory the .upholders
0r tb«'Conization and all "unconditional Union
men" arc in necessary opposition. This opposi¬
tion dbes not necessarily grow at all out of any
"love for slavery," though President Lincoln has
recorded his opinion that a man may be for tho

Union, but not without slavory, and yet be a good
Union man.a proposition which does not comport
with our idea of an unconditional friend of the

Union. A* we understand the matter, a true friend
of the llnio-, conditions his support of the Consti¬

tution, aud of t'ao Goveratucnt defiued by the Con¬
stitution; on no policy wbioh looks to cither the

preservation or destruction of slavery as being
paramount to the politioal duties eojoiued by that

Constitution. A man may fervently desire the

e.ttiipation of slavery in ev ry State of the Union,
and yet, precisely in proportion to his intelligent
appreciation of this ucsiderated end, may be his
invincible rtipu^natfoe to the agenoies now invoked
for its forcible extermination. Such a man may
soc, or think thnt he sets, in a policy liko this, the
inversion of fundamental ideas belonging to the
whole theory of civil government and moral reform.
Nun tali auxitio is the reply with Which tho con-

ioicntious philanthropist equally with the enlight-
oo'ed state-man may repel the alliance of the sword
when offered to be wielded in the cause of social
anffclioration and ifloral progress. Tho magistrate
diis not boar tho sword in vain or wrongfully
wherevor it is drawn in defence of politioal rights
defined by the Constitution of tho State, but when
he carries this sword into the domain of social and

tfl lal ideas he is intruding ou a province wh<rehis
cariiarweapons aro ai powcrh sm for good as th\B dart
of Priam. Ti e civil government, as being ordaiucd

|uf God, ha- a light to be and to maintain its being
^gainst all who resist its lawful authority, but it
is not to bo crowncd with honor in the mainte-

i anco cf its rights unless it strive for them law¬

fully, respecting the limits which define its just
prerogativfs and infringing none of tho sanotions
which lie I'Ofside of its re*ltn. It may not transgre«s
these liunu under \ho guiso of subserving the in-
teiosts of nligionor philanthropy or of abstract and
«tcrnal right, for these are pure ideas whioh do
not inc«rnste thennclfcs in tho civil forms of tho
State exempt us they aro begotten by spiritual in-

Iflucneos p«muiitii g t »o minds of mon nnd. mould¬

ing them into conlormity with tho pattern of things
heavenly. The idea# whioh make the glorj of our

Christian civilization are propagated only by im¬
material foroes. Mohammedanism adopts a differ*
ent policy, and extends its conquests not so muoh
by the inculcation of its principles as by the power
of the sword, and the difference between the Reli¬
gion of Christ and of the False Prophet in marked
by this feature of their respcotive systems as dis¬
tinctively as by any other peculiar to eaoh.
And yet such is the predominance of the physi¬

cal over the intellectual, of the instinct of brute
force over the suggestions of moral truth, that na¬

tions professing Christianity have been slow to
learn the efficacy of spiritual foroes as a means of
reform, and have been ever prompt tj exchange
the weapons of more ethereal temper for those
wielded by the politician and the warrior. The
line that divides the political from tho moral and
sooial world is not dearly perceived, or, if pe^peiv-
ed, is not respeoted in the fervor of passioa that
sometimes takes away the reason of a whole peo¬
ple. There are to-day many who suppose themselvos
to be "good Union men" who would not support
the war for an hour except as a war against slave-1
ry. They openly avow tho faot, and glory in post¬
poning the political objeots of tho war to i's sooial]
and moral aspocts. Wo have seen a major gene-
ral flatly refuse to draw his sword in defenoe of
the Union unless this view of duty was first con¬

ceded, and in the face of such contumacy he was

rewarded with high diplomatic honors by the Pre¬
sident and Senate.
Now, wo venture to affirm that any such theory

of aetitm is equally unsound in policy and false in
ethics. And in this judgount we are sustained
by the moit prim*ry ani fundamental principles
of both the political and moral world. They who
would " thsorizo with bayonets and dogmatize in
blood" attempt the impossible if they hope by such
agcncies to implant and.fecundate the principles*
of philanthropy and freedom. They may destroy
the slave syst.m for a time, by the march of our

armies, but they have not eradicated slavery from
its basis in the degraded condition of the slave.
Is it said that the slave system must be trodden
down before this root of slavery can be extirpated ?
The reply is easy. War is not a legitimate means

of social reform in the figure of the State, tnd will
always prove more a hindrance than a help to the
true reformer and genuine philanthropist. War
becomes necessary and morally defensible only]
when it is required to repel a*«essioas supported
by physioal force intruding on the just preroga¬
tives of the State. Hi nee the war for the main¬
tenance of the Constitution and the enforcement
of tho laws against the encroachments of an armed
¦edition may bo said to have b«cn necessary and
morally defensible, but it is necessary and morally
defensible only as it keeps within the sanctions
imposed by the Constitution and by the very na¬

ture of civil sooiety. War for the defence of law.
tol Government is authoriicd by Scripture and by
tbe moral polity of States. But war for the aor-

rection of social evils is an anomaly which doos
equal violence to the sanctions of the Divine law
and to the right thinking of men as rational beings.
We are not stating new propositions in ethics

or social scionce. Tho truths we propound are

admitted by all e^ightened,philanthropists. They
were inculcated by the wisdom and illustrated by
the eloquence of a Channipg. Let us hjar what
Senator Sumner has so justly said of that great
thinker and writer. We quote from his oration
before tho Phi Beta Kappa Sooiety of Harvard
University at their anniversary of August 22,
1846 :

" In hia defence of the lib«\fty of the African raoe, bo
always invoked the great considerations of justioe and
humanity. The argument of economy, which m deemed
by aoine lumda tbe only argument pertinent to tho »utyect,
never presented itselt to birn. The question of profit and
loan h»« absorbed u that of right and wrong. Hia maxim
waa.' Any thing but slavery ; p..vertf sooner than idavery.'
But while be exhibited thia institution in the blacke»t
color*, of reprobation, as unhuoian, ur just, unchristian,
unworthy of an age of light and of a republic professing
freedom, hia gentle aoul found no word of harshness for
Ihote whom birth, education, and custom have bred in ita
support. He wax implacable towards wrong; but u«ed
anft word* towards wroi g-doer*. He looked forward to
the day when ihey too. encompassed by a moral blockade,
invisible to the eye, but mure potent than navies and
under the influence of increasing Christian light, diffuaed
from all the nations. shall with righteous magnanimity
acknowledge »he wrong and aet their captives tree. . . .

" Hereafter a ju«t and enlightened publio opinion, re¬
garding the feuds and wars of mankind, shall con lemu both
aidea aa wrong, aball derm all wara aa frntricidal, and ahall
aee in every battle d- Id a acene from which to avert the
countenance, aa from tbat diamal duel beneath the wall'
of Grecian Thebes To hasten this condition of the public
mind our philanthropic beneficently labored. ' Follow my
wbite plume,' sad ihe chivalrous mouarch of France a*

he plunged into the thickeat of the vulgar fight. ' Follow
the light,' more resplendent than plume or oriflamtne,
was the Watchword ot Chinning With a soul tbat kindled
at the recital of every act of magnanimous virtue, of every
deed of self sacrifice In a righteous cause, hia clear Chris¬
tian judgment saw the mockery of whaffa called military
glory, whether in ancient thnnderbolta of war or in tbe
career of modern couqueat. He saw that the laires'.
fl iwers cannot bloom in a soil moistened by human blood
He saw that to overcome evil by bullets and bayonets was
less great and glorious than to overoome it by good Hr
saw that the courage of the camp waa iuleiior to the
Cbriatian fortitude of patience, resignation, and forgive
uess of evil.as the spirit which soourged and crucified
the Saviour was less divine than that which murmured,

|' Father, forgive th-m, for they kuow not what they do.'1

This reflects the true spirit of tho Christian
reform**. It was under the influence of such

spirit that the evils of slavery melted away before
the progress of the gospol in th# Roman Empire.
Not by might, not by power, but by tho spirit of'
Christianity, gradually infusing itself into the
masses of society, were the supports of hlavcry un¬

dermined and the institution fiaally removed. The
institution itself was not attaoked either by denun¬
ciatory word or violent deed of tho early Christian
tcaohors, but tho reciprocal duties of ircn in the
relations of master and slave were s6 enforced on

caoli that tho estate of jompulsory s rvioc lost its
hardships preliminary to losing its form and place
in the State. This transition was not aooompa^
nied with the battles of the wairior or with gar¬
ments rolled in blood j but its progress was steady
and sure, because prooeoding under the impulse
of moral ideas slowly winning their way by the
force of individual regeneration.a leaven assimi-

latiug tho whole oum of sooiety.and not bjf the

spasmodic action of physical forces holding mon
in mechanical union without any oongruity of spir-
itual nataro and moral disposition.
We know there are those who now exalt the-

propagandise of the sword above the propagand-
ism of Christ and his disoiples. k It is hold " royal"*
to do so, but, in our eyea, it is none the less ipr
fatuated and profane for being the dialcot of in*
piety talking in the oant of philanthropy. A
distinguished member of *he House of Kepreaet^
tatives, speaking in his place in that body not
loLg ago, held the following language, whether in
derision or in earnest, we cannot say:

The spirit oI Massachusetts has done in two or three

?br!?S0r the Phurch of Chriot, was

iZuZ hU°dred yeari ,n ^oompli.hing ,n the

Wo will let our readers ohoose between (ha
spirit of Christiamty, working gradually but suc¬

cessfully for centuries to uproot slavery by the
Blcvating dootrines of the gospel, and the "spirit
of Massachusetts/' as the two are here contrasted.
The two systems of reform are unlike enough, but,
at the risk of being oounted " sIjw," we must
decline lo give the preoedenoe to the latter, whe¬
ther regard be had to the agencies used or the
results produoed. The effect of these "three
fears'" fighting against slavery, in the name of
fighting for the Union, is thus generalized by one
of the most martial of our clergymen. We quote
from a sermon delivered by the IUv. Henry Ward
Beeolier only last Sunday:
" kno^that. Wlth'n the linea of the rebel aruoy there

are three million slaves. As yet we learn they are docile

.!nt Thii .Ut? 1 °tl the'r ma,teri' «d Bubner'
vient This . tote of thinK« exist* wfcere war and ilH deso-

UrvD!IrtUhr?J |h*m'.Jvbere intltWomenU, civil and mili¬
tary, are held out to them; what, then, will be the fact
when peace is cotne and war it at an end T Do \o« sui.-

iTtk.Itatk'U<t 'T °f lMineM' of RVari"
in the South than there was before the war? Lust, ava-

ST"*tb^ bM'" on whiob slavery has ever

u *2u ? ® ° tbe "lave h* " «reat a" ever
u an article of commerce T Can he not pick cotton and

Zjxsnr' "i"" t »." «..." D.»°;
be deceived. Slavery ia not dead. You mav cut » w«m
in two with a sword, and the head will creep off one way

without caution npproach the lailicular stin*.'
fou may cut slavery in two with a sword, but so lone as
it virtually ex..ts its sting is -there. The only way to kill

iz&ssropoS,1^on* wa> ki"

Christ and his apostles thought there was a more
Jxccllent way than this by which to remove social
srils. Mr. Beechcr undoubtedly is wiser than
'bey. We do not exclude all war from cither our

theology or our philosophj, but we do most entirely
ixclude war from the theology or philosophy of
philanthropic reform. The idea of such means to
mch an end seems to us the " very error of the
moon,

"
as wc read the history of human aoieliora,

tion and as we understand the law of .moral progress.
We do not state these views in any expectation

that they will influence the minds of men who are
Seated with the passionate strifes of the hour.
3uch persons are all aglow with a phreniy which
lazzles their reason. The light that leads some
>f them estray is all the more delusive for seeming
n their eyes to be light from heaven. They sup¬
pose themselves to bo fighting "God's battle"
*hile aware that they are using carnal weapons,
ind that Ho asks not **ch aid to promote the
oause of the right in a fi=ld where moral foroes arc

the only true agoncies of reform. In such a fight
they who use the sword out of its proper place Tnd
sphere may weH fear lest they find it whetted with
the Divine malediotion which proclaims that they
who take the sword shall perish by tha sword,
while the hope* of sooial reform built on hecatombs
of the slain will prove as illusory in faot as they
are unsound in theory. The sword rightfully vin¬
dicates the cause of political law and order, but
those who wield it outside of this its appropriate
sptare are doomed to hold it by the blade and not

by the handle.
We are well aware of the taunt with which

it is common to repel such considerations as

these. They signify, it is said, that "slavery
is loo sacred to be touohed by the rude hand of
war." "You may kill a rebel, but you must
not disturb the divine institution of slavery."
Where this reply springs from fanaticism it is
of courso beyond the reach of argument. But,
as there may be some who hold this language
in sinoerity from a want of sufficient perspicacity
to apprehend the real purport and bearing of tho
views we haveannonnoed, it may bo proper to stato
the position of rational and unoopdilionil friends
of the Union on this point.
We have to say, then, that auoh men's " loyalty"

does not turn on conditions looking primarily any
more to the preservation than the destruction of
slavery. They hold that war is an agency which
oan be lawfully invoked only for the attainment of
political objeo's falling within the scope of civil
government. A defensive war, waged for tho pre¬
servation of tho Constitution and laws, is a war

which miiy be rightful and expedient. And in a

war so waged it may be a part of tho Providential
necessities acoompanjing it that moral ends shall
be subserved and sooial reforms precipitated by its
progress. But when man deliberately stepa out-
aide of the provinoe and sphere of his action, and
ranhly or blindly presumes to translate the counsels
of Heaven by identifying them with bloody schemcs
of social renovation, he shows that he is grossly
ignorant of the laws which regulate the oivil polity
of States and tbe moral government of the Universe.
He then transcends his authority, and by so traus-

oending it brings oonfuaion on his well-meant
sohemes and overthrow to the hopes of all.
We believe that slaveiy is destined to pass away

from the United States and from the face of the
whole earth. The institution has always and every
where marked a transition state of society. Slave¬
ry is boro of the degradation engendered by evil
passions and animal appotites disqualifying for
froedom. And the fearftfl conflict joined in our

oounfry over the mntteT of slavery has sprung from
magotiirftrH finnd d oti cq\i*My fi.adcqoafe views
of this sooial institute. In the South there were

Who, for years, beat all their seal to tho in-

oulcation of the dogma that slavery was not only
the natural and normal oondition of the negro in
his present moral and intellectual condition, but
that this status was so beneficent and wholesome
that it ought to be indefioitely perpetuated in time
and extended iu spaca. At thft North there were
these who saw in this grievous estate of the Alri-
oan a national sin and wrong whioh filled their
spola with pity for the slave and deep hatred for
tl^e slaveholder. These opposite passions soon
l«nt themselves to the aspirations and strifes of
political ambition on both aides, until in the end
tH* bitterness of wrath and evil speaking has bro¬
ken out in a civil war of unexampled proportions.
Both sides, in their representative men, were eager
for the horrid fray. They hailed it with undis¬
guised exultations. They each sought to precipi¬
tate its bloody issue. The result is before us.
Bat whereto these things will grow before the Issue
of blood is stanched no man knows. Launched as
we are on a stormy sea, the sport of Titanic forces
which no man can tame or restrain, we shall drift
at the mercy of the wind* and waves evoked by
our tempestuous passions until both sides shall
learn to practise the wisdom and righteousness
which exalt a nation. And if the great his.orian
of heathenism could warn the degenerate Romans
that the gods in their justice "consulted for the
punishment as well as the seourity of nations,"
shall the Christian rniud of thu country be insen-
sib e to the warning suggested by the righteous
government of Him to whom vengeance belong-
eth ? NeC enirn unquam atrocioribus Populi lio-
mani cladibus mngisoe justis indidis, approba-
tum cxt lion esse curt* Dtis securitalem noUram,
esse ultionem. Such were the awful words whioh
Tacitus placed at the very threshold of his narra¬

tive when he was about to retrace " the footprints
of dying liberty" in Rome. 8hall a Christian
people be circless to mark the meaning of the
terrible chastisements that still afflict our land ?

IMPORTANT FINANCIAL MEASURES.

Mr. Secretary Chamk, it u understood, is making ar¬

rangements lor toe i«sue of gold notes, receivable for
duties, which ha proposes to pay for the interest fulling
due on April 1, May i, July I, August 19, Oetober 1, No¬
vember 1, 18f>4, and January 1, I8C5, without rebate on

iuteiest due on or before July 1, and with rebate at the
rate of three per cent, per c.nnum on interest due «fler
that date. The aggregate of intercut coming due at these
dates in about $15 000 000, of which it is supposed that
about *1^5,000,000 will be anticipated in this way, making
a virtual addition of nearly that amouot to the stock of
gold. The Secretary also has under consideration the
expediency of receiving national currency at rates slightly
below the current values of gold and ol issuiug therefor
Assistant Treamrer's certificates receivable in payment
of duties.

^
THE ESCAPE OP JOHN MOKGAN.

The committee appointed by the Ohio House of Repre¬
sentative* to investifate the escape of John Mocgau and
party from the penitentiary have just reported. They
And that the primmer* bad do aid, and thai none was re¬

quired, since the escape could not have occurred if the
air chHinber under the cell had not existed. They plaoe
all the blame on the mil tary authorities for not making a

regular examination of the Cells, ami reoommeud hereafter
that all prist ners confined in the penitentiary be under the
control of the warden.

DEATH OF THE HON. OWEN LOVEJOY.
Owk.n LoVKJor, th* member of Congress from the

Fifth Illinois district, died in Brooklyn, (N. Y.) at half-
past rltven o'clock on Friday night. He bad been com

plaining since la«t January, but c*oie to New York from
Washington on the 15th, and the following day was out of
doors ; since then he has been confined to his bed with an

aflVction of th« liver and kidneys He" was attended in
bis last illness by his wife and daughter, and by many
aympathix ng lrn-nd.*-£»eiiin£ Pott.

' REPORTS FROM MEXICO.
The New Oileans Era of the lrttta instant has a letter

from Man Luis Poiosi statng that Gua alajaia bad been
captured by the L'beral Mex can forces under Gt n. Ura^a,
by which twenty-four cmnon and si ven hundred prisoners,
French and ie ieg»w!e Mexicans, fell iuto possession of the
force* of Juarf c; aan, thatPuebla is besieged by the Lib¬
erals and must fall. The Picayune of the 19th discredits
both repots.

anoiher japankse embassy.
We learn by a Shanghai paper of the Jtfiib of January

that s^v< r-il embassadors from Japan had arrived at that
pert en route to Europe '1 ha olj^et of their missiou is
sail to be to confer with the European Governments on

the queston of abrogating the treaty which opens ttw port
of Y..ki»hauia to foreigners, the Japanese Government
maintaiaing that such treaty wa* only entered iuto by way
of experiment, and that the experiment had failed. The
Tycoon de.ire* that foreigners should be limited to the
two ports of Hakod&di and Nagasaki.

CONFEDERATE BILLS AND NOTES.
An order has Just been issued from the War Depart¬

ment which reads thus:
" Ali Confederate bills, n >tes, or bonds in the hands of

officers or agents of the Government will be transmitted to
the Adjutant General of the Army, with a specified state¬
ment bow and from whom they were received. If cap¬
tured, the circuo stances of the capture will be stated ;
and if any portion has been expended, the amount and
mode of expenditure will be given. Commanding oflfioers
o( departments, armies in the field, independent posts, re¬

giments, and companies are charged with the execution of
this order."

The Marlboro' (Ml.) Prinne Georgian *ay»: "We have
the pleasure to express the great gratificatien with which
the cmimuinty has learned that, through the personal in¬
terposition oi President Lincoln, Mrs. Wari»g, wile of
Col. John Henry Waring, has beer} released from exile
and allowed to return to Maryland, and that there is a

prospect that the Colonel's property will also be restored
to hiiu." ?

Brig Gen. David B Bikwkv, U S. Volunteers, has
bren confirmed as a Major General in the volunteer ser¬

vice, bis commission to date from May 20, 1(303.

Q.«n Wm F smith was on Wednesday oonfirm»d by
the Henate as Major General.

M -j r JoHW HaY, the President's assistant private
secretary, returned to Washington yesterday from his re¬

cent miraion to Florida
%

The United S a es iVainer Powhatan, Commander
Koiicki ndoiff. arrived at »l Thomas February 18, and left
N«atn on the lrtth on a crone.
Tin: " I kniais BHiiTHRK* MishopTi i >n,«f BnfTalo
nn line s officially that ihe ' Feiii .u Broth,r« " «*nnot

I nnrob hi pfoc^iiicn with Cittiolio oor Wd pw!'
in Catholic ritw and Mj «acrifieei.

CONGRESSIONAL.
PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE

Ezlrtuli from Our Daily Heports.
GOVERNMENT TRANSPORTATION OP VOTERS.

Mr. KKKNAN, of Now York, asked unanimous consent
to submit » resolution^KOvidmg for the appointment of a
¦elect committee of five member*, to be appoiuted by the
Speaker, to investigate and report t » the Home whether
civilians in the employ of tbe Government in and about
Washington were sent or allowed to go home with a view
of voting in State election*; what length of time they
were granted leaven of absenoe; whether they drew their
pay while thus absent; whether such employee* goinghome were those only who belong to the Republican party,
or who promised to vote for ita oaudidstes; aud whether
their transportation home and back was paid at their own
expense or that of the Gov.-rnin*nt; and that said com
LBittee have power to seud for persooa aud papers, aud
employ a clerk, and have leave to report at auy time.

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsjlvania, siiggestedthat the
Committee on the Conduct of the War conduct the inves¬
tigation.
. Mr. KERNAN would not consent to thia, and so the
resolution was not introduced.

CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE MII,LEK DISMISSED.
On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, the Comnfitteo

on the Judiciary waa discharged from the further eonsid
eration of the memorials a«kmg |«r the impeachment of
Judge Miller of that State. He Remarked that the oaee
had been carefully considered by the oommittee, and that,
after examining all the documeuts and recorda, they lailed
to discover auy fact upon which ail impeachment could be
based.

PERSONAL MATTERS.
Mr. McCIrfURG, of Missouri, rose to a question of or¬

der, aud obtained unanimous consent to make a statement
He alluded to the apeeoh which he made on the 9th in¬
stant, in which he charged his colleaguejMr. Blair) with
having issued an order, while in military command, for
smuggling liquor into the army coutrary to the trade regu¬
lations of the Treasury Department. His oolleague, he
said, at that time pronounced the order a forgery, and
expressed his rurpriso that he (Mr. McCluko) had not
seen the denial 01 the order and invoice as lorgeries. Ho
had affordeii bis colleague time to furnish the proof of for¬
gery, but this had not been produced, nor c<»u!d it be pio-du ed. There was a Latin maxim, which, being trans
lated, was false in one false in all. Therefore, one false¬
hood of a witness being exposed, the wuole testimonyshould be rejected as worthless His colleague (Mr
Blair) had appeared here as his own witneus. He ( Mr.
Mo 'LURG) had exposed his colleague's falsehood and du¬
plicity, and infidelity to the radicals in Ms statements to
(he President. On the same day, lus colleague denied
that porsoua of color had been ruu off from Missouri and
sold m, other States In proof of this fact, Mr McClukg
produced an order from Oeu. Roaecr.ins, dated Sr. Louis,
March I, 1864, in which the transportation of such per
sons is urohibited, as even free persona had been sold
Mr HcClurg remarked he had compassion for those

in distress, and bis colleague 'iuight well be embarrassed.
He would give such relief as is extended to criminals
nfter the sentence of condemnation He then produced a
letter from Mr. Conner, special agent of the Treasury De¬
partment, relative to the denial of Mr. Blair concerning
the allegt-d liquor speculation, and charging Mr. Blair
with wilful and malicious falsehood.
The SPEAKER promptly called the gentleman to order

for having violated thu rules of order and decorum of the
House.

Mr. McCLUKG, resuming, said his colleague had branded
tho liquor order n« a forgery. Now be hart had that order
photographed, and eopies of it could be prWured by thote
who desire theui. Here it was. Justice must be doue
though anguish were caused to the friends of the con¬
demned criminal.
Mr BLAIR asked that a select committee be appointed

to investigate the charge made by his colleague, and said
I" i pronounce my colleague's allegation a base and wilful
falsehood. He has taken the place 6f the forger and
falaifier, and I prouounee him an infamous liar and a
scoundrel.'
The SPEAKER called Mr Blair to order for a viola¬

tion of tt;e rule-, and expressed the hope tnat tbe Hoiixe
would .aid him lu the enforcement of the rules.
Mr. BLAIR I oould not use auy olher language to an

allegation so fal«e and utterly contemptible. I ask for
a special committee to send for persons and papers. If 1
mii guilty Ptm not fit to be a Representative. The guilt
will fall upon those who have assumed the charge.
The fPEAKER requested the gentleman to reduce his

resolution to writing.
Mr. MeCLURU said he now had before bim papers

purporting to be written by some of his colleague's rftaff,
which he should be much pleased to lay before the com-

""Addresaing himself to Mr. Blair, and holding out in,
his hand a paper, be asked, " You will not deny this sig¬
nature t"

, , .Mr BLAIR I will not reply to a question from such
au infamous scoundrel.
The SPEAKEK agaiu called the gentleman to order for

a violation ot the rules.
Mr J C. ALLEN thought there was no necessity for

debate, and that tho subject should be referred to a com¬
mittee. .

. .Mr. McCLURO again asked permission to send certain
original documents to the committee
Mr BLAIK then offered a resolution, in writing, that a

¦elect ceuiinitt** of three members be appointed by the
Speaker, with power to send for persona and papers, and
investigate the charge of J. W. Cjurg, of Missouri^ against
Francis P Blair, jr. of the said State, of a violation t.f
the law* in the matter of ail alleged liquor speculation.

Mr. STEVfc NS suggested an amendment, adding " and
that tbe committee also inquire into the genuineness or
falsitv of the documents which have been produced."
The resolution, as thus amended* was agreed to.
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. HliiiiY, of Califor¬

nia, C'LAt, «.f Kentucky, ar.d PruVN, of New York, the
¦mid oommittee.

NATIONAL BANKS.

The special order was then taken up, namely, the bill
amendatory of ibe National Bank act.
Mr HOOPER, of Massachusetts, remarked that this

bill made such corrections ai time and experience proved
to be necessary, and to render the law «o perfect that the
Slat- b*nks may organise under it, instead ot continuing
under their State charters. He looked on the system of
Htate banks as having outlived their day, and as being un

equal |o the present exigencies of the country ho far.
Mr. HooPBR said, in hia explanation of the principles of
the bill, the national banks bud worked well; and be ex¬

pressed the hope that all gentlemen would give their sup¬
port to a measure which bud beeu «o carefulI/matured.
The Hou^ retolved iteelf into a Couimitw^ of the

Whole on the tUte ot tbe Union, and rwnoaed the oon
sideration of the b.ll amendatory of tbe national bank

Mr. BROOKS controverted tbe opinions advanced yes¬
terday by Mr Hooper, maintaining that the war c< uld
have been prosecuted on a gold basis, whereas the system
of the gentleman was founded exclusively -n paper He
deprecated tbe increase of paper money, as not only in¬

flating the i.rices, but threatening ruin to the country.
He stated at s-me length bis objection, to the measure
under consideration.

..... . ...

Mr KKRNAN remarked that this bill gave to the bed-
eral Government a power far greater than has ever been
wielded by any party or set of men ita this country. He
then indicted the amendments he wished to be made, in

order to render it as perfect as possible, if it waa to be-
pome a law

, , .

Mr PKIJYN, regarding this as the most important
measure which could be brought before Congress, desired
it should be amended, in order U make it as unobjectiona¬
ble as p. ssible, or, at all events, *> mukejit wosk smoothly.
Instead of there being a bureau on currency connected
with the Treasury, there should be a ssparate Depart¬
ment. located at New York, and not in Washington, with
a Comptroller at eight thousand dollars a- nusliy, to hold
office for four years. He offered an amendment for this
purpose, but it was rejected.
Mr. BROOKS asked that the National Bank bill be

postponed until Monday, with a view to give tbe represen¬
tatives of the Clearing House an opportunity of betog
heard on this important measure.

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, also briefly advocated tbe
"" sfrHTKVBFH said this bill had been before the country
ten days. Gentlemen representing financial interests hsd
all teen it, and some of them had been heard before the
Committee of Ways and Means.

.

Mr HOOl'ER remarked that Messrs Lyman and Gal
latin were ^Kesent before the committee, and had sugsj. sted
amendment!, most of which, being judicious, were adopted
The committee, however, did not assent to locating the
bureau in New York. *

M-- HTKVENH would not consent, to postponement, at <1
i insist*4 on his motion, previously offered, that genera
d bat » shall C^ane ill five minutes

I This motion was decided iu Ue affirmative by the cast| I iug »ute of the Speaker.I Mr. BKQQK3 eudcavored U> h*T0 tfw nucsWou dccidw

by yeaa and nays, but tbe Speaker ruled that be was too
late in making tbe motion. He ihau called the yeas and
nay« "port the motion fc<» go into Committee of the Whol®
on the amendatory national bank bill; which motion ml
agreed to.yea* 57, nay» 42

Phe House having reaolv-d itself into a Committed of the
Whole on the said bill.
Mr. HO )PER offered an amendment providing that

banks with a capital of uot le»s than filly thousand dollars
¦ball, with tbe approval of tho Secretary of the Treasury,be organised in any place the population vf which doea not
exceed iii thoua md persons.
Mr. BROOKS objected to giving the Secretary ef tho

Treasury power to say whether such banks abould be ea-
tablinhed or not. it waa an extiaiwdioary diacreiiouary
power, which ought not to be conferred. It waa a dan¬
gerous experiment.
Mr. PRUYN briefly controverted a r 'ln irk made th®

other day by Mr Hoopkk. that the State bank* had out¬
lived their day, and said that of tbe aliened four tbonaaud
millions of public debt, at least one hundred millions had
been nerdlessly incurred, owing to tho course of the Sec¬
retary of the Treasury.
A quorum not voiug on tbe amendment, there waa a call

of the House, the proceeding a relating to which occupiedthe remainder of the dvy's witting.
The llousa adjourned »t five o'clock.

Saturday, March 28, 1863.
The House, on assembling, immediately went into Com-mitteeof the Whole, to allow of the continuation of thodiscussion on the President's iftesnage.
Mr. MOORHEAD held that the lebellion is not a new

thing in .American history. It waa commenced in 1833
against an existing law, but tho laat outbreak occurred at
the time when harmony existed throughout the c> untry,and was altogether uujustifiable, as admitted even by
aorne of the prominent leaders in the rebell on them-elve*.
It wis a premeditated, infamous, and wicked attempt to
destroy the Union and free government, and establish a
de«;»otism ou the ruini, with the aid of European intrigue.Tbe iiiiu who, ii^a loyal State, sympathizes with it, would,in revolutionary times, be called a traitor, and by depre¬
cating the power of the Government to destroy the re¬
bellion would be an Arnold and betray t ia country. lie
rejoiced in the progress of our arms, «nd anticipated the
day when tbe false friends of the Union will b* consigned
to deserved itilamy. He said that the President of the
United Stitea had discharged his duties wi h a ecrupnlomaregard to public and pnva'w rights, and hug not violated
his sacred obligations; and lor these and other reasons
tho people demand hi* re-election. Proclamations of
emancipation are not alone sufficient. We sh >u!d resort
to legisl tion to make the destruction of slavery complete,
and to that eud there shou d be an amendment of the
Constitution. He spoke of our financial success as tb®
wonder of the world, and said that our country wrll be-
oome the favored spot of all the earth and the asylum of
the oppressed of every nation, where merit and honest
labor will receive their full reward.
Mr. HERRICK arraigned the Administration for an in¬

tention to prolong tbe war with a view of prolonging ita
power. II its obj <ct bad been a restoration of the Union
this could have been secured long ago; and, failing to do
¦n, it is guilty nl moral treason He said that more was
to be expected from the ballot-box than from tbe army,aiid that the Democracy were .in favor of ending the war
as soon as poasifcle, compatible with honor.
Mr ECKLEY teriewed the inception and progress of

the rebellion and the political influences which produced
it, and he alluded to the great resources of the country as
sufficient t prosecute it to a success!uI concTu-ioa.

Mr. HARRINOTON arraigned tbe Administration with
having filiated their laith to tbe detriment and oppression
of a gnerous and confiding people.

Mr. HARDING charged the Administration with vio¬
lating its pledges and furnishing evidence of their owu
disloyalty; and then proceeded to vindicate the institution
of slavery, and to show that no right existed in the Presi¬
dent to disturb it.
The couiui4tee rose, and at half-past four o'clock tbo

House adjourned.
THE DEMOCRATS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The Democratic Slate Convention of Pennsylvania met
at Philadelphia on Thursday last, and was organised by
the choice of Wh. H. WlTT* as President, and a number
ol other gentlemen Vice Pre.-idenU and Secretaries.
The object of the Convention was to nominate Electors

of President for each of the CoBgre»*ional Districts and
to appoint two Electors for the State at iar>fe> Mtl i(J |ike
manner to nominate and appoint Delegates to the Demo¬
cratic National Convention. This bi^uess .having been
transacted, the following resolutions, reported from a com¬
mittee by Hon. J. Glaucey Junes, wero unanimously
adopted:

Frinlvrd, That as we have no State candidates to pre
*

seut to the people, and no issues involved in the comingelection other than those which hffect' the welfare and
liberties of our sister States equally with ours, We leave
it to our representatives in tfca "Chicago Convention to
unite with the representative* of tho other sovereignties
of the North in embodying the sentiment of the people in
a declarat.ou of priuoiples acceptable to all tbe Stntes, on
whom we rely to elect a President, and bring back peace
and union to th s distracted land . m

liesiihed, That the Democracy of Pennsylvania hereby
express their preference for the nomination of Gen. George
B. McClellan as the Democratic candidate for the Presi¬
dency by the Chicago Convention, and that the delegates
to said Convention be instructed to vote as a unit on all
questions arising therein, as a majority of Ibe delegates
shall decide.

Rtsolvt'd, That the first necessary step to restore the
welfare and prosperity of the American Republic is to get
rid of the preseut corrupt Federal Administration, and the
sure way to accomplish this end is a thorough rfVganiration
of the time-honored Democratic party, and the prevalence
of union and harmony amor g its members.

Robert L. Johnson, of Cambria, and Richard Vaux, of
Philadelphia, wHfc ehossn Presidential Electors at large,
and Geo'-ge W. C»s-<. of Allegheny, William B gler, of
Clearfield, William V. Mcf.ralh, of Philadelphia, and Asa
Packer, of Carbon, were choseu delegates at large to the
Cbioago Convention.

ADDITIONAL FROM FLORIDA.

A Jacksonville letter, after describing the capture of
Pilatks, says :
" Shortly af;er our foroes arrived a rebel deserter came

in from Lake City and gave some important information
to the commanding officer relative to the enemj's strengthand position. He was tired of t(p« war, and embraced ibe
opportunity afforded by his commanding officer, who had
sent him from Lake City to an outpost near Pilatka to
bear despatches Once away from the rebel lines, he
struck for tbe St John's and soon found himself among
our men, who took good care ol him. No considerable
force of the enemy can be heard of within forty or fiftymiles of the town. Oi© or two cavalry companies are
within the vicinity of our force, but are not very formida¬
ble in men or morale. Our lines are now a mile or more
from town, and preparation* lor a rtrong defence have ai¬
rily been begun, and are w II advanced , As yet the re¬
ports relative to tDe immense supplies of cotton, turpen¬tine, Ac. have not be« n verified. A moreextend* d search
than that already made may develop hidden and valuable
supplies Gen. Seymour and Commander Balch went upfrom Jacksonville on Saturday to look alter affairs in
that quarter, and to concert for what may prove an im¬
portant movement."
The United States Coast Survey has commenced ope¬

rations at Jacksonville. Capt. William II. Dennis, as¬

sistant in the Coast Survey Corps, h.«s been attached to
tbe staff of Brig Geu Seymour as topographical engineer,
and has entered upon the discharge of his iluties. His
aids are also engaged in topographic and hydn grapbiowork about Jacksonville, preparing maps and charts of
tbe river and country about thie town '1 be work is going
011 rapidly, and must prove of great value to the military
authorities in the department.
A new signal line has been established by Capt. Dana,

chief signal < fficer of the southern district, trout Jackson¬
ville to the mouth of 8t John's river. The intermediate
station is to be at Yellow Bluffs, about midway between
the termini of the line. The Yellow Blnff station is now
in process of erection. It will consist of a tower about
one hundred feet in height.

A fire In Cincinnati on Wednesday evening consumed
two blocks fronting on the levee, including Pembeutly A.
Woodward's Novelty Works, the (Quartermaster's build¬
ing, carpenter shop, tttid a number of stores The loss to
the OoverBmaut is estimated at frooi f >0,000 to fliS.OOO.
l'hs official papers w-re all saved. The to al loss waa
from t«T».000 tn $70 OfiO.

ok OoNTK *nWM .Mrs. Frii.u a 1>. Gage,
* h * has be» u I boring w itn the South Carolina contrabands, .

says thai iu 186^ they neither swore Dor got drunk, bu(
now they drink whiskey nmL ewwu:jwl Uke while loUu.


